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Lock-down has forced many of us into hibernation, but it has also been a time for new innovations and ideas 
among the many challenges of 2020.

Just before the lock-down began in March 2020, a group of 12 Pastors from Zimbabwe and Zambia visited us.  
They were interested in the Jireh tuck-shop run by Ps Phillip Nobela  (and his sister Mary) at Jezreel, 
Bushmansbend. 

The possibility of a tuck-shop becoming a source of income for a Pastor became a reality, and the request came 
from Pastor Billy Chondwe for us to assist and mentor them in getting this tuck-shop programme off the ground 
in Zambia.

Due to the fact that there are certain logistical factors to consider when starting a tuck-shop, lock-down gave us 
the opportunity to investigate these issues and develop a programme to support this project.

Tom spent the first two months of lock-down testing the system in a very basic form, using photocopies and a 
pencil (creating a fictitious month trading as the theory behind the concept). Tom?s brother Jim (an entrepreneur 
based in Swaziland) assisted him to transfer the very basic model onto an Excel spreadsheet.This Excel 
spreadsheet ? being formula driven ? will ensure that fewer mistakes are made and a more accurate outcome can 
be achieved.

Tom relaunched the Jireh tuck-shop at Jezreel in June 2020, using the basic model and then transposing it into 
the Excel spreadsheet.  At present he is doing the same procedure for the July 2020 trading figures.

The test results are very positive, with a strong possibility that after the full three months of testing we will be 
able to send the format to our brothers in Zambia, who can then apply it in their individual situations using either 
the basic rural model (of pencil and paper) or the formula driven computer version (for those who have access to 
this equipment).

Our hope is that with a R5000 starter pack and a solid Business System to back it up, the individual Pastor can 
start a tuck-shop from his house and hopefully build a small successful business that will help him finance his 
ministry as a tent maker.

Article by Tom McSeveney

The Jireh tuck-shop at Bushmansbend - a source of 
additional income for Ps Phillip Nobela

The earning potential from a tuck-shop is phenomenal if all 
stock and systems are in place
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On Wednesday, 8th July 2020, Wendy and Mpho Monare (TTN/Asibambisane Impact Platform) 
paid a visit to the Masithuthuke Creche in Embhodweni, Klipwal. This is an established creche that 
was started in 2010 by the main Teacher, Ntombifuthi,  The little creche is ordinarily attended by 
53 children from the local community, but sadly the Covid-19 epidemic has caused the school to 
close and its scholars to remain home.

Wendy and Mpho spent the morning encouraging the parents to invest in their children, spend time 
with them and to give them lots of support and affection during this very unsettling time.   They 
also trained the parents on how the Asidlale Bags are designed and showed them how to supervise 
the children while they are playing and using some of the activities.

With the lock-down closing schools and creches - the Asidlale Bags are going to become one of 
the most vital distribution tools to give children something of their OWN - something to keep 
them busy - an item they don't have to share (restricting contact and germs).

We are more excited by the fact that the children can play with their ASIDLALE BAG as often as 
they like - we have basically taken an Asidlale Box and condensed it - there's stationery, colouring 
and craft activities, a ball/beanbag, playdough and a magazine, etc. to keep them busy.

Total amount of bags distributed:  58 ASIDLALE BAGS (handed out to the 10 Families that Mpho 
identified in the area).

The Asidlale Team would like to thank Mpho who works with TTN and the Asibambisane Impact 
Platform, for identifying these communities, as well as Fontana Church, Soroptimist International, PG 
Bison and the Piet Retief Community who have donated items for the boxes - we value your 
donations to keep this outreach going.

And lastly, a BIG thank you to Antoinette and her family who oversee the production and 
coordination of the items needed.  Keep up the excellent work!

Next visit:  Bloemendal Farm where we will be distributing 67 Asidlale Bags.

Keeping Kids busy in Lock-downArticle by Wendy McSeveney
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As a result of the virus being very active in our area and the freezing winter cold, our crèches have not opened yet.  We 
had a few meetings to plan the future of Masifunde, which were attended by representatives from the Asibambisane 
platform as well.

Planning and preparations are still being done and we are planning to add more crèches and train more teachers next year.

In Theme 1 (My Body) each child receives a little Masifunde doll. While teaching several truths during the theme, the children 
hold their doll in their hands to see how unique the dolls are - they also learn how unique and special they are; wonderfully 
created by God.  As they are holding the dolls in their hands, they can experience and learn that God is also holding them in 
His hands. At the end of the theme each child can take his/her doll home.

We teach the following truths to the children:

·Put the doll in your hand and close it to show the children that they are also in GOD?S HAND in the same way.

·God CREATED them exactly the way He wanted them to be, according to HIS PLAN.

·No two people look ALIKE ? you are unique.

·God LOVES you and you are very PRECIOUS TO HIM because He is the Creator.

·The doll costs a few Rand, but you CANNOT be bought with money.

·GOD?S PLAN for you is that you must learn to know Him as your Saviour, through His Son JESUS CHRIST.

·He keeps you SAFE in His hand and He will always be there to HELP and PROTECT you.

·He wants to show you His PLAN for you in His word, THE BIBLE. He also teaches us how to live every day. Proverbs 3.

·God?s enemy, the devil, hates God?s plan for your life and he uses people, who DO NOT love God, to destroy God?s plans 
for you. For example: abuse, prostitution, pornography, sex before you are married.

·Make the right CHOICE and seek help and learn to say NO if anyone wants to abuse you or if friends ask you to go with 
them to places where you feel uncomfortable.

·Make the right CHOICE and CHOOSE to live in a relationship with JESUS CHRIST ? let Him help you and heal you.

Masi funde updat e 
Article by Inge Engelbrecht

Masif unde Dol l  Pattern
Put 34 stitches onto your needles
Knit 6 rows for the feet
14 rows for the trousers
 12 rows for the j acket/blouse/shirt
12 rows for the face
13 rows for the top of the head/hat/hair
Knit everything in stocking-stitch
Sew together and stuff with batting
Form the neck with a piece of wool
Form the arms and legs with basting stitches
Stitch the face.

If you would like to help us by knitting a doll with any spare wool you have lying around - or know of someone who 
would like to assist, please send them this pattern.  They are needed, as we are expanding our vision to reach more 
creches.

On the light side ..........



With the big donation received by Chabahiva, we could reach  24 Mobile sites.  Over 
two months we reached 850 families (with a total of  4995 mouths to feed).  Each 
family received a food  parcel consisting of mieliemeel, dry beans and soup packets. 
These families and especially the grandmothers are  truly thankful.   Most say ?how 
did you guys  know that I used my last mieliemeel yesterday. I did not know what I  
will give my grandchildren to eat today. And here Tholulwazi brings  food. Thank you 
so, so much. God bless each giver!?

These words encourage us to work harder to reach the unreachable.   What is so 
wonderful is that we can give the patients on ARV'S at the Sites something, as these 
patients must have food to eat when they drink  their pills.  Thank you so, so much to 
Chabahiva, and ALL our faithful Sponsors.

'
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Mobile Cl inics distribute f ood

The lock-down has highlighted the danger of continuing to do church as we always have. We have 
seen how easy it is to close churches and render them inaccessible to their congregations.

While many churches have stood perplexed at the situation, we have realized the value of the seven 
years of groundwork done on the DBS Groups, and see the value of the ?Teams, Groups and Gatherings? 
strategy.

While church doors have been closed due to the lack of resources to fully meet the standards of 
sanitization required by the Government, Home Groups have continued to function, and the informal 
Gathering and DBS style of Church has now been recognised and is becoming a reality.

The forced closure has prompted many people who were skeptical to see in the DBS method the 'Early 
Church' operating as it did in the book of Acts.  If anything it will assist in promoting the Disciple Making 
Movement as the lock-down continues.

We have at last begun to value the ?Man of Peace'.  For a long time we struggled with this concept, 
often mistaking a friendly and welcoming person as a ?Man of 'Peace'  -  but we have discovered in the 
last two months, that the theory of discovering true ?Men of Peace? (like the woman at the well) 
ultimately connect us to God?s plan in any given community.

Exciting developments have been taking place in Fontana regarding DMM, where the live-streaming 
messages and services have begun to prompt ?Men of Peace? in different areas of South Africa (to 
contact us regarding DMM). We are able to share the DMM principles with them, follow it up with 
training on the DBS Bible Study Groups and the promise of an affinity with the home base (regarding 
the future of the movement in that area).

One last thought:  we have begun to realize that DBS works well in unreached areas.  Instead of trying 
to force the issue in built up areas housing many churches (with an often inbuilt hostility towards this 
movement), we are praying for God to reveal unreached areas to us, where we can find ?Men of Peace? 
and begin a new work, based on the model of DMM.

Article by Siggi van Niekerk

DMM-DBS Developments

Thank you Thobile (top lef t) f or the wonderf ul  work you are doing with Siggi in the communities
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