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ASIDLALE BAGS MAKE AN IMPACT

Newsletter
As previously reported, the 2020 lock-down cut us off from some of 
our Mission areas, challenging the Asidlale Team to think creatively and 
revise our outreach strategies.

Whereas the Asidlale Box has been effective in reaching the home and 
'heart' of a family, much of it's success depends on the 
caregiver/parent being disiplined in using it for an hour or two from 
Mondays to Fridays.  Many of the parents are working, lack 
commitment and often leave their children with elderly ladies who care 
for them, so the children do not always get the benefit of routine 
creativity and play.

Enter the Asidlale Bag!  By literally thinking outside the Asidlale Box we 
devised a way to reach the children directly, and keep physical 
contact and 'sharing' of items to a minimum during the pandemic.  We 
found that a simple plastic bag filled with magazines, paper, stationary 
items, games and crafts provided the solution in keeping kids busy 
while schools were closed.  MOST IMPORTANT?  They received an 
item of their own that they don't have to share and can play with as 
often as they like!  

Earlier in the year 17 Family Asidlale Bags were distributed to Siggi's 
Kidz at Moolman, as well as 58 to Ebhodweni near Klipwal.  The reports 
from Siggi's Kidz were encouraging:  older children wanted to teach 
their younger siblings to play and they even started trading the 
magazines in the bags.  We are on the right track!

Bloemendal Creche:  on 2 August 2020, Pastor Tom, Wendy and Mpho 
headed to the community of Bloemendal to hand out 67 Asidlale Bags 
to Cindy and Nomvula's creche (on Mel and Callie's farm).    The Team 
explained how important it is for children to learn and play by 
demonstrating the activities in the Bags and their benefit to children's 
fine and gross motor skills.

Mumsy Mavuso's Creche (Bergplaas):  on 10 September 2020, Mpho 
headed out to Bergplaas to visit and hand out 63 Asidlale Bags at 
Mumsy's creche.  The community were encouraged to invest in their 
children's schooling and to take an interest in helping them prepare for 
their school careers.

We are seeing the value of having the creche as the LINK between 
communities and TTN/Asidlale - they become our facilitators and 
distributors!

Thanks to ALL the Supporters, Companies and Organisations who 
work with the Asidlale Project - this has been one of our most 
effective years yet - the project has grown exponentially under these 
tough circumstances and our work continues.

TOTAL ASI SDLALE BAGS DI STRI BUTED 
I N LOCK- DOWN:  205 

Article by Wendy McSeveney

The Bloemendal Creche - see how a 
communit y can be reached!

Mumsy Mavuso's creche at  Berglplaas 
- t he creches as links are vit al!
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As the country continues to progress to the lower lock-down levels, TTN/ Fontana Missions are able 
to resume community visits and training sessions.  While this period has been severely challenging, 
there has been positive growth in the Asidlale Box Project. 

With developments and innovation emerging, we remain positive and trust God for the next steps.       
I wanted to take this opportunity to update our Supporters and Sponsors on where we are at present, 
and to thank you for your continued support.

Masifunde Creche Project

During the past few months of lock down, Inge has used this time positively to adapt the curriculum 
and content for the creches.  Mpho and Tom recently paid her a visit and were greatly imipressed 
with the depth and quality of the materials and content of the Programme.  

While this might be difficult to duplicate and multiply among many creches, at this stage we feel it is 
important to complete the initial vision of 5 Creches using the programme at full capacity for 2021.

The question remains:  the commitment level of each Team Component of the programme (TTN, 
Asibambisane Impact Platform and the churches of Braunschweig, Luneburg and Augsburg).

SBE (Small Business Enterprise)

The redesigned tuck shop system has now been operating for a full three months and has achieved 
significant success in the manual version, but we are still ironing out some challenges with the 
computerised version.

Tom and his brother Jim (who designed the initial programme) have been unable to meet during the 
lockdown, but hope to be able to touch base and finalise the programme now that the border to 
Swaziland is reopening.

We will continue to work another month (on both systems) in the hope that by early November 2020 
we will be able to have a formal reporting system that will be able to be replicated to other 
prospective entrepreneurs.

Galilee

Galilee has now officially been closed, but we have retained Pastor Phillip's son, Given to remain on 
the property and ensure its safekeeping, while we wait for another NGO to finalise their plans for an 
outreach programme on the property.

We have kept Given on at the property as the Restraining Orders in force against the local community 
prohibit them from entering the premises while TTN representatives are there.   

We will give it until the end of October 2020 to see whether the developments of the planned NGO 
Programme are going to materialise.  If not, we will withdraw Given from the premises and move him 
to Shalom at Jezreel, where he will work together with Pastor Phillip.

MISSIONS IN 2020
Article by Tom McSeveney

I n spite of  a challenging year, we still help those with no hope and continue to uplif t 
the rural communities in our area



DMM/ DBS

The DBS Groups in Driefontein, Sheepmoore, Ngwempisi and Iswepe gradually came to a halt, due to 
lack of contact.

However, through Phillip's mentorship of Thokozane Manana and his wife Fikile, we saw promising 
results in the Amsterdam area, where eight groups remained operational and new potential homes 
have also been identified.

Promising signs regarding DMM were also seen in the Amsterdam area, as Thokozane and Fikile 
distributed 13 Asidlale Boxes, established 7 home gardens and distributed 15 food parcels each month. 
Pastor Phillip has recently appointed Manana as overseer and mentor for his area, and will now function 
strickly with him and Fikile - while he takes on other areas.

Pastor Philip now has the time to visit new areas where potential Men of Peace have been identified.  
These being:  Naas/ Tonga, Nsongweni and KwaMashu.  Without the day to day responsibilities of his 
old region (and now having a suitable vehicle), Pastor Phillip is able to begin the process of establishing 
a Man of Peace in a new region.

We are also very happy to report that Fontana Church has established DBS Groups in the nearby towns 
of Komatipoort, Marloth Park and Malelane, so we may see the development of a new region.

SHALOM

Pastor Phillip is almost fully settled in his new home at Shalom and is preparing for the summer rain so 
that he can plant his vegetable gardnets (for training), as well as a large area for maize and beans.  He 
hopes to get support for the ploughing of the land.

He remains committed to inviting potential Men of Peace (leaders/ couples) to stay with him at Shalom, 
where over a period of time he will be able to mentor them in developing a region of their own.

Wendy McSeveney (TTN Admin/Asidlale)
wm cseveney@gm ail.com

Tom McSeveney (TTN Missions)
superm ac@lando.co.za

Siggi van Niekerk (TTN Mobiles)
t holu@vodam ail.co.za

Mpho Monare (Asibambisane Impact Platform)
m pho@asibam bisane.com
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TTN's six mobile clinics have been one of the most 
vital mission outreach vehicles during lock down, in 
that they have been able to distribute medicines 
and food parcels to the isolated rural communities 
on their rounds.  

We have reported on their food parcel distribution 
and the absolute gratitude from the communities 
who are destitute and finding this year harder then 
most, especially since many businesses are closing 
down and people are being retrenched.

Siggi and Thobile were overjoyed when they were 
contacted by Fontana church informing them that 
there were piles of donated clothing that they could 
take and distribute to these needy communities.  
The two ladies spent a morning going through the 
items and sorting them into packs for Boys/ Girls 
and Men/ Women.

On Wednesday, 23 September, Mobile 4 distributed 
clothing packs at the Mkhondo 2 Site to families 
who got a pleasant surprise together with the 
medicines they received at the Site.  They were big 
smiles on the day and much gratitude for the 
clothing donations received.

TTN would like to say a big THANK YOU to Fontana 
Church for making this donation possible.  Clothing 
is a luxury for many people, and in big families the 
little childen often have to make do with the 
clothing they have, as there are not funds to replace 
damaged or outgrown clothing.

Thanks to Siggi and Thobile for making sure that 
those who needed clothes most received some!  It's 
heartening to see people smiling, and knowing that 
a small gesture of kindness goes a long, long way!
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Mobile Cl inics distribute 
clothes

TTN's Mobile Clinics are a vital link between 
our organisation and the rural communities - 
they identify communities we can help with 
food and clothing donations.

On the lighter side .................

Parents 

vs

Grandparents
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