
     On the weekend of 4 June 2021, the No Place Left Team of  Pr Phillip Nobela, Mpho Monare and Tom McSeveney left for a         
visit to  Marloth Park in  Mpumalanga to meet with Abel Lugar and the SPEAR (Stop Poaching Endangered African Rhino) NGO 
Team.

The Team previously visited Abel and through him, met Sydney Rapinga (a local sugarcane 
farmer) from the community of Hoyi. Sydney has a passion for missions, and unique ideas 
for community self sustainability.  When the Team arrived they spent some time catching 
up and Tom met Jan a Board Member of SPEAR, who invited him to speak to a local 
church in Komatipoort on the Saturday of their visit.  They wanted to discuss mission 
strategies and especially, the DBS (Discovery Bible Study).  On the evening of their arrival 
the group were also introduced to Pastor Joseph Mashele from the Emmanuel Church in 
Hoyi, where Sydney is a member of the congregation.

Tom went to the local church on the Saturday, where they were hosting a circuit meeting 
and invited him to be a guest speaker.  He spoke to them about the need for DBS, how it 
works, strategies for running the groups and various other topics concerning missions and 
mission outreach.  Later that afternoon and evening, there was much discussion around 
the campfire on the exciting possibilities that could be realised through a partnership 
between TTN/Fontana and the SPEAR Organisation. 

On the previous visit, Tom took an Aisdlale Box to Hoyi to show Sydney and Abel - there 
is a wonderful opportunity to introduce it to these communities as a means of engaging young mothers as well as 'gogos' 
(grannies) who care for young children. 

It is worth mentioning at this point, that the hospitality and meals at Abel's Bush Lodge (where the Team stayed) were once 
more out of this world, and the Team enjoyed some delicious meals together during the various discussions.  The setting and 
proximity of the Lodge to the Kruger National Park, enabled them to see elephant, buck and various other animals living there.

On Sunday morning Pastor Phillip was invited to preach at the Emmanuel Church in Hoyi, and delivered a good message on how 
God sees and values any given community.  Mpho had already joined Pr Mashele early in the morning, and also attended the 
service.   On the way back to the Lodge, the Team visited an impressive venue being developed by Sydney's three sisters, Katie, 
Katherine and Letitia.  The sisters are planning to use the venue for functions and weddings, as well as a training center for 
projects to sustain and uplift the rural communities of Hoyi, Naas, Tonga, Mzinti and many others.     

The Team left later the Sunday afternoon and spent much of the journey home discussing the possibilities of working with these 
communities, as well as the upcoming Youth Conference on 25, 26 & 27 June.  Pr Phillip and Mpho also discussed the strategy 
for the conference, as well as invitees (including representatives of SPEAR).   We would like to thank both Abel Lugar and 
Sydney Rapinga for a very productive weekend - we look forward to seeing you again, and thank you both for the wonderful 
hospitality you always extend to us during our visits.
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Chabahiva Trust  has seen the needs of people living in the remote 
rural areas of Mkhondo during the Covid-19 epidemic. They help TTN to 
reach remote communities through the donations of food for people 
who have lost their jobs, are sick and surviving on chronic medication.  

Rural children especially, are struggling during 
the pandemic.  Many would receive a meal at 
school (sometimes the only meal of the day), 
but the pandemic has closed many schools 
intermittently, leaving many of them 
starving at home, where there is often no 
food to eat.  

This has intensified the need for food in 
rural homes where these children are 
suffering.  The elderly too, are not able to reach 
town so a bag of mieliemeel is a huge blessing and also ensures that 
they receive something to eat.

During this time the Thol'ulwazi Thol'impilo team have  reached 126 
sites and blessed 2 910 families (a total of 16 533 individuals) .  We 
traveled a total distance of over 11 728 km to reach these people, every 
kilometer being worth it!

The TTN Team focuses on mobile sites where the mobiles are stationed 
for the day, so we can reach people on chronic medication, to prevent 
them from  defaulting on their medication because of hunger.  They 
often feel more sick taking this medication on an empty stomach, so the 
risk is that they will stop taking their medicine and in so doing, make 
themselves even more ill.

Many times we reach the sites and someone will say, "How did you 
know that I needed food? I just used my last mieliemeel last night.  God 
is so faithful!"

TTN would like to say a huge THANK YOU to Chabahiva and the 
sponsors of this initiative that is giving poor and destitute people hope 
during one of the toughest times our country has faced in recent years. 
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This gogo has a big smile on her face 
and some mieliemeel t o feed her and 
her family.  We often don't  realise 
just  how desperate families are in 
t hese t imes, and that  t hey depend 
on our help.
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by Inge Engelbrecht

During the month of may we held our training at Braunschweig Church.  The 
theme:  My Family. 

We wanted the teachers and the children to  realise that the family (with a father 
and a mother caring for their  children under the Word of God) was always God?s 
plan and idea. Sin entered the world and this is not the norm today, BUT it is still 
what God wants us to do. We spoke about the roles of the different family 
members and how children also have a part to play in the family and  household.

In our preparation for the Bible Lessons we continued with the stories of  Moses 
receiving the Ten Commandments from God (which the children will learn during  
this theme). We discussed what the Commandments mean to us as adults and how 
we are going to teach them to the children - one Commandment, one day at a 
time (using hand signals and pictures).

Our memory verse was Joshua 24, 15b: "But for me and my house we will  serve 
the Lord." It was made very clear that you have to make a decision;  you can not 
serve God AND anything else.

The song for the theme was: ?Jesus is the way, the truth and the life?. In  the 
second verse it clearly states that: ?Nobody comes to the Father but  through 
Jesus.? This was en emotional session that really spoke to the  teachers.

Our Character trait for this month was Responsibility - the elephant  being the 
symbolic representatio of the theme (depicted in two video clips about elephants 
taking responsibility for the baby  elephants in their herd).

On Friday night we did the craft projects for the theme, and ennjoyed a slide 
show made from the visits to the different  crèches. The teachers could see what 
is happening at the other crèches and see what they look like. They were also able 
to learn from the  positive ideas of the other teachers and learn from their shared 
mistakes. 

On Saturday we concentrated intensely on the theme:  My family. 

We also looked at the different times of the day. Many of the teachers heard for 
the first time, about how the earth rotates around the sun to make day and night.  
They learned the songs, completed exercises and heard many stories - one being 
Goldilocks and the three bears, which was acted out with much enthusiasm in a 
play. 

In the meantime, we have visited most of the crèches again and continue to see 
much progress and positive development.  We pray that the Lord will see us 
through and prevent a devastating third  wave of the Corona Virus that will close 
the schools (as it did in 2020).  

Our next training session will be on 11 &12 June at the Family Tree.



Following discussions on the state of youth in the rural areas in and around 
Mkhondo between myself (Mpho Monare ? World Servants/TTN) and Pr Sifiso 
Ntumba (Pastor/Siyamthanda MPC), we decided to build an idea of a Youth 
Intervention programme for the Youth of the Moolman area and its surrounding 
communities and small villages.

Pr Sifiso shared how the youth have from time to time approached him to ask 
for help and support with a need for income. I have always felt a strong burden 
for rural youth and see a need and opportunity to work with the youth of the 
area.

I suggested that whatever intervention we may think of and/or decide 

on, it will be important that we dialogue with the youth, and ask for 
their opinions and suggestions. If the ideas come from them, they will 
most likely be more engaged. It was also important that there are no 
'false expectations' that they would have/draw from our intentions, given 
the history and background of abuse of donor help and support, as 
history has shown. 

We then decided to start a process to engage with the youth, and to ask 
and answer the question together, ?What can we do to empower 
ourselves as the Youth of Moolman?? Invitations were made to youth 
mainly through word of mouth. A notice was put on the local shop 
window advertising the meeting. Approximately 30 youth responded to 
participate in the meeting.

 

UNPACKING THE TOPIC FOR DISCUSSION:   after introductions and 
meeting expectations were discussed, a  problem solving exercise - The 9 
Dot Exercise - was facilitated with the group, to kick-start and stimulate 
conversation. The topic was introduced by asking the participants to 
describe a young person/youth of Moolman.

The group was split into 3 and given one flip chart page each and  
markers to capture their suggestions and thoughts to the question:   
"What can we do as Moolman (Rural) Youth to uplift ourselves?"

The youth listed some of their concerns and suggestions to address them 
- one of their main concerns was for elderly Gogo's (grannies) who live 
by themselves and often look after grandchildren (with no help or 
support).  The youth decided to start a Project of Outreach and Care to 
these elderly where they can form and register a Home-Based Care NPO.  
This HBC Programme is already active, with volunteers who visit homes 
and assist with basic care and help to the elderly in their homes.

The HBC Project will be introduced to the Asibambisane Impact Platform 
for further mentorship.

We will continue with Once a Month Dialogue Meetings between the 
the youth, myself and Pr Sifiso.  We are excited to collaborate with them 
in creating solutions and initiatives that will help them with the tough 
issues that many of the youth in our rural areas face on a daily basis.

on t he l ight  side
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We ask t he quest ion, "what   can  we   do  as  
mool man (r ur al )   yout h   t o  upl if t   
our selves?"

The youth divided into small groups for discussions on issues they 
face.  They keenly part icipated in t he process and showed signs of 
leadership, init iat ive and engagement .  Posit ive steps!

By Mpho Monare
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